
 

   

We are blessed enough in our synod to be embarking on a mission strategy process that is 
going to have us all asking the question “What makes God smile?”  It is a process that will 
first and foremost have us seeking to hear from God.  We will be listening for how God 
wants us to reach out, what God wants us to use, and who God wants us to pay attention to.  
It is a process that is designed to get us in touch with what God is dreaming for us, so we 
can begin to dream the dreams of God for ourselves. 
 

What a day to do some dreaming . . . 
 

Our region is seeking to reinvent itself in so many ways. Our communities and neighbor-
hoods are hurting so badly in so many ways.  Our congregations are experiencing despair, 
grief and fear in so many ways.  Our personal faith and spirituality are being challenged in 
so many ways. 
 

What a day to do some dreaming . . . 
 

Not just some dreaming to pass the time away, or to escape from the realities that are bringing tears to our eyes.  How 
about some dreaming that has us seeing a different focus on ministry than we have ever seen before?  Some dreaming 
that has us seeing and relating to some needs and people in our communities that we have never seen or related to  
before?  Some dreaming that has us discovering our congregational gifts and collaborating with community resources 
like we have never discovered or collaborated before? 
 

How about some dreaming that has us standing right in the middle of our despair and fear, and seeing new possibilities 
that can bring smiles to our faces, and activity to our inertia?  How about some dreaming that brings new ways for our 
property to be used, and new partners in ministry to use it?  How about some dreaming that brings both younger and 
older people into the midst of our ministry, so we could benefit from youthful energy and wise maturity at the same time? 
 

What a day to do some dreaming . . .  
 

I have always believed that God does some of God’s best work in the midst of some of our worst situations.  So I truly 
believe that in the midst of these record-breaking times of despair and grief in which we find ourselves, God has some 
dreams for us.  And in order for us to get to the other side of these hard times, we have to seek God for what those 
dreams are. 
 

That’s why each one of our Clusters is having an event that is designed to introduce us all to the mission strategy     
process we are going to be engaging on the territory of our synod.  Please notice that it is a long-term process, not a 
short-term project.  It is designed to engage us in prayer and discernment, dreaming and creativity, new relationships 
and focused ministry – not just for this year, or to get us “over the hump,” but to get us involved in our future by engaging 
us in new ways in our present.  A present and a future that has us dreaming the dreams of God for us, and using God’s 
presence and power to make those dreams a reality. 
 

Please be present and prayerful at your Cluster Event.  Please keep an open mind for some different ways to look at 
mission, and some different ways to be missional.  Please don’t be too afraid or too skeptical to seek God’s dreams for 
us, and to begin to dream them yourself.  It’s a great time to dream! 
 

Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die,  life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly. 
                                                                                                     Langston Hughes 

In Faith and Struggle, 
Rev. Stephen G. Marsh, Bishop 
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country of Haiti and all of those who 
have suffered loss, are providing 
supports and encouraging the relief 
efforts.  Bishop Stephen Marsh and 
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson,  
as well as the members of the synod 
council and various committees for 
their commitment to this ministry. 
 

We offer continued prayers for 
health, healing and peace to  Pr. 
John Cooperrider, Pr. Brenda 
Echols, Pr. Patrick Gahagen, Pr. 
Roy & Merry Langset , Pr. Ronald 
Lund, Pr. Scott McKinney, Pr. 
Donald Niehaus, Pr. Jim Noble, Pr. 
Charles Richter, Pr. Ronald 
Shirkey and Pr. Skip Wachsmann.   
 
We offer prayers of condolence to 
Bishop Hanson and family for their 
recent loss.  

Prayers for Churches and Rostered Leaders 
You are invited to 
join us for noon 
worship on 
Wednesdays in the 
Synod House 
Chapel.  Throughout 

February we will pray for the 
following rostered leaders and 
congregations:  
 
Pr. David Boone, Pr. David 
Bracklein, Pr. Loranell Breyley, 
Pr. Rodney Buland, Pr. John 
Burow, Pr. Lloyd Buss, Pr. Martha 
Butzier, Pr. Dennis Bux, Pr. Lori 
Carey, Pr. Robert Carr, Pr. Alan 
Casillas, Pr. Daniel Cave, Pr. 
Maxcy Christmas, Pr. John 
Christoffers, Pr. Gerald Clark and 
Pr. Morsal Collier.    
 
Cana/Berkley, Christ/Monroe, 

Christ/Sterling Heights, Christ the 
King/Lapeer, Christ the King/
Livonia, Christ the Redeemer/
Adrian, Christus Victor/Dearboarn 
Heights and Cross/ClintonTwp.  
 
We pray for peace and God’s grace 
for our brothers and sisters in 
Tanzania, Palestine and Jordan, 
and Bishops Zebedayo Daudi and  
Munib Younan. We also pray for 
our companion synod, Southeastern 
Pennsylvania.   
 
We continue to pray for President 
Barack Obama, Vice President 
Joseph Biden and all elected 
leaders that they will be guided by 
the direction given to us through the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

We ask for special blessings for the 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE SYNOD HOUSE 
Wednesday Worship at the Synod House, 1st Floor Chapel, 12 Noon 

   
SYNOD CALENDAR 

   
 
February 4  Parish Professionals (Acts In Common/ Cluster 12) 
February 5 & 6 Pre-Retirement Seminar, presented by Board of Pensions, ELCA 
February 9  Mbulu Task Force Conference Call 
February 13  Synod Council at Mt. Calvary/Warren 
February 13  Women of the ELCA Luncheon 
February 15  Building Healthier Congregations at Synod House 
February 17  Ash Wednesday 
February 20  Churchwide Assembly Forum at Zion/Petersburg 
February  22  Acts In Common Board 
February 23  Deans 
February 23  EOCM Conference Call 
 
March 28  Palm Sunday 
March 31  Chrism Mass 
April 1   Maundy Thursday 
April 2   Good Friday 
April 4   Easter Sunday 
May 20-22  Joint Assembly / Southeast MI & Northwest Lower MI, Lansing  
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Synod Mission Strategy Process 
God is already on a mission. Congregations have a chance to share how mission happens in their churches and 
neighborhoods. Christians can encourage and inspire one another while providing new and ever opening space for us to 
live into God’s dream for the world and how this church can participate in this dream. The time is now. This is the place 
and God is present.  
 
Congregations, pastors, lay leaders, pew sitters ~ all are invited and encouraged to come to one of 12 cluster events that 
will walk through the process of introducing the New Mission Strategy to the members of Southeast Michigan Synod.  
You’ll be surprised at how much each of us is already engaged in the process.  God has already promised to be pre-
sent .  Will you be there? 
 

Register for Your Cluster Event 
You can register for your cluster event by congregations. Registration information is located on the Synod website which 
you can find by going to www.semisynod.com and clicking on Mission Strategy Events. Registration information should 
be sent to Pastor Lauren Kirsch-Carr at pastorlkc@gmail.com or faxed to (248) 474-7350. 
 
We are looking for a minimum of pastor and five lay leaders from each congregation. Bring more if you can. There is no 
cost for this event,  which includes a meal.  Want More Information? Contact Pastor Jack Eggleston at 
j.eggleston@semisynod.com  or Pastor Lauren Kirsh-Carr at  
pastorlkc@gmail.com. 
 

DATE AND TIME     CLUSTER  LOCATION 
Saturday, February 13, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. North/West Oakland Calvary, Clarkston  

Saturday, February 20, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Livingston  St. John, Farmington Hills  

Saturday, February 20, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Downriver  Faith, Brownstown  

Sunday, February 21, 2:30-8:30 p.m.  Metro East  Bethel, St. Clair Shores  

Saturday, February 27, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Central Macomb Christ, Sterling Heights  

Saturday, March 6, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  Flint   Holy Spirit, Grand Blanc  

Saturday, March 13, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. River Raisin  St. Paul, Temperance  

Sunday, March 14, 2:30-8:30 p.m.  Blue Water  St. Paul, Imlay City 

Saturday, March 20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  Acts in Common Salem Memorial, Detroit 

 
 
 

Check out www.semisynod.com for more information about the Mission Strategy Process, such as: 
♦A Welcome Letter 

♦Brochure 

♦How Can Our Congregation Participate? 

♦Cluster Mission Strategy Events 

♦Registration 

♦Congregational Bible Study and Surveys 

♦Reflection Guide for Congregational Councils 

♦Community Interviews Guide 

♦Introductory PowerPoint Presentation 
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EQUIPPING YOUR CHURCH TO HELP ATTRACT, WELCOME AND RETAIN NEW MEMBERS 
 

Friday evening, March 19 & Saturday, March 20, 2010 
First Presbyterian Church of Dearborn 

600 N. Brady Road. Dearborn, MI 48124-1110 
 

Conference Presenter Mr. Andrew D. Weeks 
 

Registration $30 if paid by March 15  �  $40 after March 15 
 
Andy created this program to involve skeptics, stimulate activists & engage the curious, to help everyone 
learn more about new member ministry. As he has for churches all across North America, he will: invite us 
into his faith journey; guide us through this spiritually based, fun and practical exploration of evangelism; 
and challenge us to embrace new, creative ministries, not more tasks. 
 
Other topics will include: � How can we make our signs, property, communications, buildings, website &  
worship more inviting & welcoming? �  How can we make visitors want to come back to our church and 
stay? �  I’m private and quite reserved; how can I ‘do’ evangelism in my church? �  Many members of my 
church are very uncomfortable with evangelism and are resistant to change; how can I help to inspire,  
motivate and interest them? 
 
Direct questions to Pastor Dave Bleivik at (313) 274-1313 or email bleivik1@yahoo.com or visit 

DO YOU NEED HEALING IN YOUR BODY?  DOES SOMEONE YOU LOVE NEED HEALING?  
DO YOU NEED A BREAKTHROUGH?  THIS TRAINING SEMINAR MAY BE FOR YOU…. 

 
Friday, February 19, 2010 from 6 - 10 pm & Saturday, February 20, 2010 from 9 am - 4 pm 

Revelation Lutheran Church 
6661 Oakman Blvd, Detroit, MI 48228 

Rev. Doris Harris Mars, Pastor 
 

“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard  
through the Word of Christ.” Romans 10:17 

 
Presenters:  Steve & Beverly Bubb, Michigan State Directors ~ Community Healing Rooms 

 
Event is Free  �  Pre-Registration is Required 

 
Register by phone at (734) 905-4866 or online at www.communityhealingrooms.com 

 
♦ Glorify God by establishing healing as a vital ministry in the Body of Christ in Michigan 
♦ Bring unity to the Body of Christ in Michigan 
♦ Teach and equip the Body of Christ in Michigan for healing 
♦ Bring an impartation for healing to the local church 
♦ Unite, heal and restore the Army of God to prepare for the great and final end time harvest.  
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At Salem Memorial, we believe that God has given us a vision to be “One with God, One 
with Community”.  This vision is about being in relationship with God and one another.  It 
is about honoring and celebrating the unique cultural, ethnic, spiritual and life gifts and     
experiences that we each bring to the community.  We seek to be a unified community 
that lifts up its diversity. 
 
We are also very much aware that this vision is also our greatest challenge.  It is a rare 
occurrence when God's people are able to have honest conversations and relationships 
with people different from each other.  This is particularly true in terms of African-

Americans and Caucasians in the metro Detroit area. Located on the far east side of Detroit bordering Grosse Pointe 
Woods and Harper Woods, Salem is in the unique position to serve as a place where people from Detroit and the      
suburbs might come together to engage in honest dialogue, relationships, and service. 
 
As we seek to serve God in the community, we do so hand in hand in partnership.  We believe that each of us has been 
created good by God, and that God has given each of us gifts to use for the up-building of our community. In order to 
share God's love and work for justice, we are called to identify these gifts and put them to use.  Here at Salem, we are 
doing that through prayer, discernment, and spiritual gifts assessment.  In our community, we are doing this through 
door to door asset assessment.  A good example of this is that we learned that people in our community believe that 
quality youth programming is a priority.  Of the people that we talked with, over half said that they would be willing to 
volunteer to make that happen! 
 
Through identification of gifts and assets, we are then able to develop and prioritize our outreach/mission strategy.  The 
three focus areas that Salem has identified are youth, worship, and health ministry. 
 
Salem wants to know about you!   What are your strengths?  What are you passionate about?  What are the positive 
things about your congregation that can be built upon, grown, and strengthened? 
 
We hope that you will join us, hand in hand, as we seek to serve God together! 
 
To partner with us, please contact:  Salem Memorial Lutheran Church 
      Attn:  President, Pastor Mike Johnson & Pastor Kirstin Tannas 
      21230 Moross Road, Detroit, MI 48236 
      (313) 881-9210 
      salemchurch@sbcglobal.net 

Salem Memorial Lutheran Church: “One with God, One with Community”  

For more information on Mission Partners or Mission Founders, contact  the Mission Coordinators:    

Rev. Carl Ames, pastorames@sbcglobal.net or Rev. Alan Casillas, reval35@yahoo.com. 

SAMARITAN COUNSELING CENTER OF SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN 
 

The Samaritan Counseling Center of Southeastern Michigan provides professional therapeutic counseling and 
educational services to all God’s people seeking wholeness through emotional and spiritual growth.   

 
For information on training and workshop programs available now through June, 2010, visit the website at 

www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com or call (248) 474-4701.   
Samaritan Counseling Center is located in Farmington Hills, Michigan. 
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2010 Board of Pensions Health Assessment  
 

• Just like the previous two years, congregations and organizations collectively within a synod,       
individually achieving a set percentage of health assessment participation will earn a discount on 
ELCA health contributions.  

• But the discount is changing in 2010: The percentage needed to earn the discount is 65% (down 
from 75%). 

• The window for earning the 2% discount is Jan. 1 – April 30, although the assessment remains 
open through Sept. 30. 

• Congregations and organizations collectively within a synod, that reaches the 65% level of           
participation by April 30 will earn a 2% discount on all 2010 health contributions (retroactive to  
January 1, 2010).  

• This means the discount is now "all or nothing." Synods, seminaries and churchwide ministries not 
reaching 65% by April 30 will receive no discount on 2010 health contributions. 

 
Note: Each congregation and organization within a synod will receive the discount once the synod    
collectively reaches 65% participation. 
 
The 2% discount on health contributions is offered by the Board of Pensions to reward our those with 
strong health assessment participation. Collectively, the ELCA can save $2.5 million if all synods (and 
employers within a synod, i.e. churches), seminaries and churchwide ministries qualify for  the discount. 
 
All ELCA employees are strongly encouraged to participate in the assessment. For more information 
view: https://www.elcabop.org/BenefitsAdmin/2_percent_progress/2_percent_discount.aspx. 
 
 

Think of the mission this money could support! Act by April 30! 
 

⇒ Take the assessment at www.elcaforwellness.org.  
⇒ Find instructions for how to register on EmbodyHealth and take the assessment in 

Understand my benefits at www.elcabop.org.  
 
 
 
 
More news from BOP (Board of Pensions, ELCA) 
 
During this time of financial stress and strain, the Board has partnered with Lutheran Social Service of      
Minnesota Financial Counseling Service and is available to sponsored members with current ELCA           
employment and retired members (and members of these members' respective households) to provide  
access to a range of financial counseling services by a certified consumer credit counselor, most at no 
charge to the member. 
 
A few examples of topics covered are: 

• Personal and family money management and budgeting 

• Integrating faith values and stewardship with money decisions 

• Understanding credit reports and improving credit scores 

• Debt repayment options including debt management plans (DMP) 
 
For more information, please visit: https://www.elcabop.org/en/PlanFuture/
Investment_education/LSS-FCS.aspx 
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ELCA Communication Services 
 

…is offering free DVD’s containing 
some of the wonderful videos 

submitted for the “God’s work. Our 
hands” video contest.  The videos 
can be used for a variety of church 
related initiatives. And, they truly 

show examples of God’s presence in 
our cities, neighborhoods and places 

of worship. 
 

Request your two free copies of 
these videos by calling (800) 638-

3522 or send an email to 
info@elca.org. 

 
You can also find many of the  

videos on  
http://www.youtube.com/
elcavideocontest2009.  

 
MUSIC POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

 
CHILDREN'S CHOIR DIRECTOR, Responsibilities include:  

♦ Schedule and rehearse music with elementary age children at one rehearsal per week - vocal and/or in-
strumental (Sept-May) 

♦ Direct the children's music at the 11:00 am worship service approximately once a month - vocal and/or 
instrumental (Sept-May) 

♦ Assist in leading music for the Sunday School opening on Sunday mornings at 9:45-10:00 am (Sept-May) 
♦ Assist in coordinating Christmas program, Vacation Bible School and other events as needed 
♦ Other tasks as interests and abilities suggest, in coordination with the Director of Music, such as: Tiny 

Tots Preschool, concerts, etc. 
 

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST, Responsibilities include:  
♦ Serve as piano accompanist for the Chancel Choir rehearsals one night per week (Wednesdays from   

7:00-8:30 pm Sept-May) 
♦ Serve as piano accompanist for the Chancel Choir at Sunday morning worship services, 2-3 Sundays per 

month (8:30 and/or 11:00 am Sept-May) 
♦ Serve as piano accompanist for the Contemporary Worship Ensemble at 5:00 pm Saturday services twice 

a month (year- round) 
♦ Contribute musically as interests and talents permit 

 
* The two positions could also be combined.  Interested musicians should send a resume and letter of interest to: 

 
Ann Buland, Director of Music Ministries 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA  
39020 Five Mile Road, Livonia, MI  48154-1399 
Phone: (734) 464-0211 / Fax: (734) 464-6095 / musician@holytrinitylivonia.org 
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Quickly and Generously:" ELCA Members 
Reach Out to Haiti 
  
ELCA congregations across the nation are responding 
with speed and generosity.  Members heard about the 
devastating earthquake in Haiti, many promptly 
opened their hearts ... and their wallets. 
 
A Long-Term Commitment 
In an e-letter dated January 22, ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Mark S. Hanson thanked members and told 
them their gifts were already making a difference. In 
addition to providing food, water, medical supplies and 
shelter to thousands of Haitians through community-
based partners, Hanson noted, “This church is       
committed to walking with our brothers and sisters in 
Haiti for years to come.  “Your generosity is making 
this life-saving work possible.” 
 
A New Age of Information 
The Electronic Age plays a large role in helping the 
ELCA churchwide organization in Chicago get the 
word out to its partners in 65 synods and nearly 
10,500 congregations.  Through e-mail alerts, news 
releases and a video message from Presiding Bishop 
Hanson, the churchwide organization is able to bring 
members up-to-speed on how the ELCA and its part-
ners are responding in Haiti—and ask for prayers and 
financial support on behalf of the Haitian people. 
 
With just a few clicks on the ELCA web site: www/
elca.org, visitors can donate, get the latest information 
on the disaster response, and access resources, like 
bulletin inserts and suggested prayers. 
 
Members can also learn about the valuable, long-
standing partnerships that make effective response 
possible, including The Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) and Lutheran World Relief (LWR).  

What’s coming up in 2010…. 
 

Phil and Marty’s Excellent Adventure  
� March 12-14, 2010   

� April 23-25, 2010 
Cost:  $75 p/person w/ meals & lodging 
A weekend retreat for confirmation students to     
increase their understanding of what Lutheranism 
means today.      
 
 

Father and Son Faith Formation and  
Fishing Retreat 
� April 23-25 

Cost: $100 per father/son team, $20 ea. add’l son. 
Worship, fellowship and fishing! Bring your own fish-
ing equipment and camping supplies.  No fishing 
license required! 
 
 
 

Work Weekend for Living Water Camps 

� April 30-May 2  ~ Michi-Lu-Ca   

� May 14-16 ~ Michi-Lu-Ca 

� May 14-15 ~ Stony  Lake 
 

Cost: 25 p/person includes meals & lodging. This 
time is set aside to prepare the campgrounds for the 
summer season.  Raking leaves, painting, setting up 
hiking trails—you name it!  Plus what is camp without 
campfires and fellowship?  
 
Call (989) 848-2230 or visit www.elcalivingwater.com                          

Disaster Response Envelopes Available for Use 

Ms. Diane Clark, the Business Manager at Bethel Lutheran Church in St. Clair Shores, MI  has an abundance of   
Disaster Response envelopes.  If you or your church group can use extra Disaster Response envelopes, please 
contact Ms. Clark by emailing her at dianeclark@bethelscs.org.  Arrangements can be made to get the supplies to 
those who can use them. 
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN SYNOD IN MISSION 
 

New Developments 
Christ the King/Lapeer  Pr. Nik Schillack  
Mother of The Savior/Dearborn Pr. Rani Abdulmasih 
South Lyon/Power & Light  Pr. Pamela Hansen 
Calvary/White Lake    Pr. Ken Fouty 
  (2nd Campus to Calvary Clarkson) 

Christ the Shepherd/Ortonville Diaconal Minister,  
                Karen Zeile 

 

Redevelopments, Renewals 
Iroquois Ave-Christ/Detroit  Pr. Maxcy Christmas 
Holy Faith/Saline   Pr. Ian Reed Twiss 
Revelation/Detroit   Pr. Doris Harris Mars 
Salem Memorial/Detroit  Pr. Kirstin Tannas 
Spirit of Hope/Detroit   Pr. Matthew Bode 
St. Andrew-Redeemer/Detroit Pr. Frank Jackson 
St. John/ Redford   Pr. Bob Hegdal 
St. Olaf/Detroit   Pr. Michael Sewell 

 

Fast-Growth 
Holy Spirit/Grand Blanc  Pr. Will Stenke 
Immanuel/Detroit   Pr. Patrick Gahagen 
 

Ministry Transitions 
Emmanuel/Livonia   Pr. Scott Sessler 
                                                             w/ Pr. Walt Dickinson 
Genesis/Detroit   Pr. Kimberly Vaughn 
      w/ Pr. Skip Wachsmann 
 
Thank you!  These ministries are supported by your generous 
benevolence.  To find out how you can do more to support 
these ministries, see the Mission Partners regular submission 
in On The Way Together. 

 
Mark Your Calendars!!! 

 
“For the Lord Loves Justice” 

 
North/West Lower & Southeast Michigan Synods 

Joint Assembly 
 

May 20-22, 2010 
Lansing, Michigan  

 
Visit the website for all Assembly documents: www/semisynod.com 

You are invited to a 
Benefit Concert 

Sunday, March 14, 3 p.m. 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
30650 Six Mile Road, Livonia 

 
for  

hearts, hands and voices 
A Worship and Music Camp 

for Children        
 
 

presented by 
Children of the Monday Evening 

hearts, hands and voices 
 Fine Arts Program 

Festival Adult Choir 
Soprano Barb Myers and 

Organist Michael Burkhardt 
 

http://heartshandsvoicescamp.org 
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Census 2010 and Southeast Michigan Synod 
Southeast Michigan Synod is supporting the 2010 Census because census data directly and  
positively impacts our faith community and our community at large - especially here in Michigan! 
 
Census data guide leaders in determining locations for new places of worship, schools, 
hospitals, roads and more. It is used to identify where funding is needed to enhance 
important community initiatives and programs. An accurate count will truly affect our 
community for the better.  
 
If you have questions about  the Southeast Michigan Synod’s partnership with the 2010 
Census, please do not hesitate to contact Robin McCants, Director of Communications 
of the Southeast Michigan Synod. 
 
There are many ways to help.  We have a local partner that will come to your church to share ways that you 
can make this effort a priority.  Help make a difference!  Make sure everyone is counted and not afraid of this 
process.  “It’s in our hands!” 
 
If you don't send back your form, you may receive a visit from a census taker. If a census taker visits you, 
here's what you should do: 

• First ask to see their ID. All census workers carry official government badges marked with just their 
name; they may also have a "U.S. Census Bureau" bag 

• Note that the census taker will never ask to enter your home.  If you're still not certain about their identity, 
please call the Regional Census Center's to confirm they are employed by the Census Bureau 

• Answer the census form questions for your entire household (you must be at least 15 years old to                                              
answer questions) so that the census taker can record the results for submission to the Census Bureau 

Census takers visit local homes several times to capture resident information for the 2010 Census. If you 
prefer, you can schedule a visit with your census taker. Should the census taker come when you are away 
from your home, they will leave a contact number. If a census taker has not visited your home or you have a 
question about your participation with the census, call your Census office. 

CENSUS CAUTIONS 
The public is encouraged to be cooperative but cautious during the 2010 Census, so as not to become a victim of 
fraud or identity theft. 

The big question is - how do you tell the difference between a U.S. Census worker and a con artist? The Better 
Business Bureau offers the following advice: 

• If a U.S. Census worker knocks on your door, they will have a badge, a handheld device, a Census Bureau 
canvas bag, and a confidentiality notice. Ask to see their identification and their badge before answering their 
questions.  However, you should never invite anyone you don't know into your home. 

• Census workers are currently only knocking on doors to verify address information. Do not give your Social 
Security number, credit card or banking information to anyone, even if they claim they need it for the U.S. . 
Census.  

• Remember, no matter what they ask, you only need to tell them how many people live at your address. 

• While the Census Bureau might ask for basic financial information, such as a salary range, you don’t have to 
answer any questions about your financial situation.   

• The Census Bureau will not ask for Social Security, bank account, or credit card numbers, nor will employees 
solicit donations.  Anyone asking for that information is NOT with the Census Bureau. 
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PASTORAL VACANCIES BY CLUSTER – JANUARY 28, 2010  
                                                                                  

Cluster 1 
Christ the Redeemer, Adrian   Interim Process   Interim D. Benjamin, DM.* 
St. John, Dundee       Interim Process      Interim Pr. A. Griffin* 
St. Paul, Temperance        Interim Process   Interim Joyce Freund DM* 
 

Cluster2 
Salem, Flint      In Study/Interim   Interim Pr. G. Hansen 
  

Cluster 3 
St. Peters, New Haven    In Study       Stated Supply, Pr. S. McKinney     
                                                                                          

 Cluster 4 
Immanuel, Riverview     In Study                   Supply M. Wetzel, LL 
St. Thomas, Grosse Ile    Profile Completed   Interim Pr. B. Weber* 
 
  

Cluster 5                                                             
Holy Trinity, Livonia    Ready to Interview/Assoc.Pr. Sr. Pr. L. Golden 
Hope, Dearborn     Interviewing   Stated Supply Pr. T. Aller   
St. Paul, Dearborn     Forming Call Committee  Interim K. Ludwig* 
Timothy, Livonia         Stated Supply, M. Priestaf, AiM* 
 
                                                                                       Cluster 6 
Prince of Glory, Madison Heights   Interim Process  Interim Pr. P. Rose* 
 

Cluster 7 
Ascension, Waterford                In Study       Interim J. McKinney, AiM*  
Beautiful Savior, Bloomfield Hills    Interviewing      Interim Pr. D. Steele  
Gloria Dei, Auburn Hills    In Study   Supply 
Good Samaritan, Pontiac              Interviewing     Transitional Pr. R. Buland* 
St. Andrew, Bloomfield Hills    In Study    Interim Pr. J. Marvar*                                                              
Sylvan Lake, West Bloomfield    In Study    Interim Pr. J. Marvar   
  
     

Cluster 8 
Bethany, Roseville         Supply 
St. Peter’s, Warren    Forming Call Committee  Supply       
 

Cluster 9 
Triumphant Cross, St. Clair Shores      Interim Process   Interim Pr. S. Janot* 
  

Cluster 10 
All Saints, Hartland    Interim Process   Interim Pr. M. Duerksen* 
St. John, Fowlerville           Forming Call Committee  Interim Pr. M. Konow* 
  

Cluster 11 
Cluster 12 

Good Shepherd, Detroit      In Study   
Gracious Saviour, Detroit       In Study   Supply                            
St. Andrew Redeemer, Detroit   Redevelopment   Stated Supply Pr. F. Jackson 
St. James, Detroit                      Supply 

 
*Trained Intentional Interim Minister 

 INSTALLATIONS/CONSECRATIONS/ORDINATIONS 

2/21/10 – Installation                                         Pr. Pamela Hansen   Peace, Southgate 
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Southeast Michigan Synod 
8115 E. Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48214-3970 
313-821-1055  phone 
313-821-1425  fax 
www.semisynod.com 

Deadline for On The Way Together 
The deadline for this publication is the 15th of each month.  E-mail items of interest to: r.mccants@semisynod.com 

On The Way Together 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 
800-NET-ELCA 
www.elca.org  
 
E-mail Addresses for Synod Executive Staff 
Rev. Cherlyne Beck - c.beck@semisynod.com 
Rev. Jack Eggleston - j.eggleston@semisynod.com 
Bishop Stephen Marsh - s.marsh@semisynod.com 
 
E-mail Addresses for Synod Support Staff 
Marie Cook - m.cook@semisynod.com 
Margaret Harms - m.harms@semisynod.com 
Diane Rinehart - d.rinehart@semisynod.com  
 
E-mail Addresses for Synod Program Staff 
Rev. John Burow - j.burow@semisynod.com 

Lisa Jeffreys - L.jeffreys@semisynod.com 

Rev. Lauren Kirsh-Carr - L.kirsh-carr@semisynod.com 

Donna R. Matteis - d.matteis@semisynod.com 

Robin McCants - r.mccants@semisynod.com 
Rev. Barry Osterbur - b.osterbur@semisynod.com 

 

Additional Websites  

Trinity Lutheran Seminary 
www.TrinityLutheranSeminary.edu 
Living Water Ministries  - email addresses 
office@elcalivingwater.com or  
director@elcalivingwater.com 
Augsburg Fortress 
www.Augsburgfortress.org 
Thrivent Financial Services 
www.thrivent.com 
Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 
www.lssm.org 
Ecumenical Theological Seminary 
www.etseminary.edu 
Capital University 
www.capital.edu 
Wittenberg University 
www.wittenberg.edu 
Acts In Common 
www.actsincommon.org 
Lord of Light Lutheran Campus Ministry 
www.lordoflight.org 


