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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

We have just passed a major milestone in the life of the Southeast Michigan 
Synod and I thought I could take just a few minutes to reflect on what I saw 
and heard.  Of course I’m referring to the recently completed Synod Assembly 
on May 1 and 2. The biggest news out of that two-day event was the election 
of Pastor Stephen Marsh as the next Bishop of this Synod.  Bishop-elect 
Marsh will begin his term officially on August l and I will continue as the Interim 
Bishop until that time. He will be installed as the Bishop on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26 by Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson at Tabernacle Missionary Baptist 
Church in Detroit.   
  
During the election process I was aware of some intense emotions on the part 
of many of the voting members, but at the same time impressed with the ques-
tions asked and answered by the finalists both on stage and in the breakout 
sessions. I thought it was significant that three of the final seven candidates 

were a part of the Synod staff, and that in the final three, two of those staff people were still in the process. 
For me, that indicates that the voting members approve of how the Synod is doing its work. 
  
The next significant agenda item from my perspective was the debate and vote on the Human Sexuality 
Proposal.  I confess that I did not have a sense of how that issue would be dealt with in the Assembly, but 
as the discussion progressed and the voting members began to come forward to the microphones….I 
sensed it would pass with a comfortable margin. This issue, which has been before the Church for many 
years, has been one that has divided many people throughout the Synod and in many of our congregations. 
I was very appreciative of how people of different convictions and theological positions came forward to 
speak of their issues and concerns without personal attacks on others with whom they disagreed. The  
passion of people on both sides of the issue was genuine and intense but it never reached a point where it 
became personal toward other members of the Synod who were speaking. My hope is that we can move 
forward to the Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis this August and come away with the same kind of  
understanding and resolve that we accomplished in the Southeast Michigan Synod. 
  
I appreciated the willingness of the Assembly to adopt the changes that I imposed upon the agenda.  My 
reading of being the presiding officer at an Assembly is not to be confined by legal definition, but rather to 
allow the work to be done in the "best order" and to make sure that everyone is aware of the task at hand 
and to try and accomplish that task within the time structure that we were given by the planners of the As-
sembly. 
  
Finally, I want to thank all of you for your patience, attention, and punctuality at our plenary sessions and for 
your willingness to participate in our annual gathering of the people of God in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod. As always, it is my honor to be amongst you. 
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blessings for Interim Bishop 
Kenneth Olsen as he prepares to 
leave the Southeast Michigan Synod, 
and Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson , 
the shepherd of the ELCA. 

We lift up all elected leaders of the 
various synod council and committees 
for their commitment to this ministry. 

We offer continued prayers for health, 
healing and peace to Pr. John 
Cooperrider, Pr. Brenda Echols, 
Dia. Min. Tim Freund, Pr. Phil 
Hemke, Pr. Colleen Kamke, Pr. Roy 
Langset, Pr. Jim Noble, as well as 
Baby Taye , grandson of Pr. Scott 
and Jill McKinney, Gunnare 
Hansen, husband of Pr. Pamela 
Hansen and Walter Jackson. 

We lift up Patricia Ochodnicky who 
mourns the passing of her mother. �
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You are invited to 
join us for noon 
worship each 
Wednesday in the 
Synod House 

Chapel.  During June we will pray 
for the following rostered leaders 
and congregations:  

Pr. Kurt Hutchens, Pr. Sharon 
Janot, Pr. Regina Johnson, Pr. 
Joyce Johnston, Pr. Daniel 
Jones, Pr. Colleen Kamke, Pr. 
Louise Kaplan, Pr. Paul Keppler, 
Pr. Amy Kienzle, Pr. Lauren Kirsh
-Carr, Pr. William Kirsh-Carr, Pr. 
Katherine Kolodziejczyk, Pr. 
Michael Konow, Pr. Gustav 
Kopka, Pr. Marvin Kormann and 
Pr. Donald Kriess. 
 
Lord of Light/ Ann Arbor, 
Lutheran Church of the Master/
Troy, Messiah/Swartz Creek, 

Mother of the Savior/Dearborn, 
Mt. Calvary/Warren, Our Risen 
Lord/Burton, Our Saviour/Port 
Huron, Peace/Southgate and 
Peace/Southfield. 
 
We pray for peace and God’s grace 
for our brothers and sisters in 
Tanzania, Palestine and Jordan, 
and Bishops Zebedayo Daudi and  
Munib Younan . We also pray for 
our companion synod, Southeastern 
Pennsylvania.  
 
We pray for President Barack 
Obama, Vice President Joseph 
Biden and all elected leaders  that 
they will be guided by the direction 
given to us through the Holy Spirit. 

We ask for special blessings for our 
bishop-elect  Pr. Stephen Marsh as 
he prepares to take office August 
1st. We also ask for continued 
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Wednesday Worship at the Synod House, 1st Floor Chapel, 12 Noon 

   
2009  SYNOD CALENDAR 

   
June 1   Acts In Common Board at Synod House 
June 2   Mission Partners at Synod House 
June 2   Candidacy at Synod House 
June 3   Executive Committee 
June 4   Pastor Developers 
June 4   Acts In Common, New Ministry Models, Emmanuel, Southfield 
June 7   BR2ICK’s Covenant of Racial Reconciliation Worship, Salem Memorial 
June 9   Interims 
June 13  Tour de Rev’s Fundraiser & Bike Ride on Belle Isle 
June 14-19  BR2ICK’s Camp ~ Jesus Code:  3,208=1, Michi-Lu-Ca 
June 19-20  Synod Council Retreat 
June 21  HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 
June 22  Tour de Revs arrive at Southeast Michigan 
June 27  Church In Society at Synod House 
July 6   Recognized Holiday for July 4th OFFICE CLOSED 
July 22-26  ELCA Youth Gathering, New Orleans 
August 1  Meeting for Churchwide Assembly Voting Members 
August 16-23  ELCA Churchwide Assembly, Minneapolis, Minnesota  
September 7  LABOR DAY OFFICE CLOSED 
September 26  Installation of Rev. Stephen Marsh as Bishop of Southeast Michigan Synod 
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For more information on Mission Partners or Mission Founders, contact  the Mission Coordinators:    
Rev. Carl Ames, pastorames@sbcglobal.net or Rev. Alan Casillas, reval35@yahoo.com. 

Rev. Pamela Hansen is the associate pastor at All Saints, Hartland.  For more information 
about Power and Light, contact her at pastorpam@myallsaints.com or (248) 807-9737.  

South Lyon Power and Light, founded in 2008, is the South Lyon, MI 
campus of All Saints Lutheran Church (Hartland, MI).  The goal of this 
additional campus is to reach the unchurched; those that have never 
had a relationship with Christ, those that drifted from the church and 
those that became disenfranchised with religion.  South Lyon is in the 
south-western corner of Oakland County and is a middle-class,            
ex-urban, rapidly growing community. 
 
 We do not worship in a traditional church structure.  Our church is    

situated in a strip mall next to a take-out pizza restaurant and a liquor store.   Inside, the atmosphere is 
very casual.  This is intentional.   While we have a traditional Lutheran service for the members of South 
Lyon Power and Light who already have a Lutheran church background, we focus on providing other 
gathering and community events to offer our faith in other ways.  We are building a "non-church"        
environment to reach those "turned-off" or afraid of a traditional church environment. 
 
Our main focus at South Lyon Power & Light is to reach people in our community in a non-threatening 
way. Serving without asking anything in return is our passion and our way of letting people know that 
God loves them. 
 
There is little in the way of precedent in the ELCA for a church such as this.  But, we feel strongly that 1) 
the Holy Spirit has called us to do this ministry and 2) the work done here could be used as a model to 
grow our Churchwide-body.  We would like to welcome all to join us in this important work.    
Specifically, we would ask for: 
Prayers  - for the Holy Spirit to guide us in this work.  
Talents  - for Ministry and Outreach. We are placing a strong emphasis on being an integral part of our 

community.  
· Worship Services - musicians, readers, greeters, people in attendance  
· Outreach  -  staffing and participation  
· Community Events - talents that could be used to offer an activity to the community.             

Examples:  
�� Monthly knitting or scrapbook get-together 

�� Class on guitar playing, computer skills, a sport 

�� After-school activities, youth events 

· Ideas - your ideas on how we can reach our intended audience 
Resources  - to support the work we are doing  

· Physical assets - equipment, furniture  
· Money - our 2009 budget calls for $40,000 to be raised either through congregational dona-

tions or fundraising.  We believe the congregation can be relied upon for $20,000.  The remain-
ing $20,000 is planned for being raised though Mission Partners and other donors.  As we  
welcome everyone to join us in this ministry, we hope you might also consider this an opportu-
nity to learn what this is about and start an additional campus ministry at your congregation! 
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The 22nd Synod Assembly of the Southeast Michigan Synod of the ELCA convened at First English  
Lutheran Church in Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan Friday, May 1 and concluded on Saturday, May 2, 2009 
with 422 in attendance. 
 

Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson led the election of the bishop process, brought the Churchwide Report and 
preached at the worship service.  Interim Bishop Kenneth Olsen presided over the assembly. 
 

Over the course of the two days, the following ELCA bishops and guests brought greetings and offered   
special recognitions to the assembly:  
· Bishop Claire Burkat, the Bishop of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, our companion synod,    
      addressed the Assembly on the topic “Living Water”. 
· Rev. John Schleicher, Bishop of the North West Lower Michigan Synod 
· Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop of the Northeastern Ohio Synod 
· Rev. Marcus Lohrmann, Bishop of the Northwestern Ohio Synod. 
· Marilyn Smith, Coordinator of Region 6. 
· Rev. Wendell Gibbs, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan. 
 

The assembly ended with the election of Rev. Stephen Gary Marsh, 54, Bishop-Elect of the  Southeast 
Michigan Synod on the 5th ballot with 210 votes. Rev. Adolph “Skip” Wachsmann, pastor of Genesis             
Lutheran Church, Detroit, Michigan, received 148 votes.  
 

Rev. Marsh is Assistant to the Bishop for African American Ministries and Justice Concerns at the Southeast 
Michigan Synod. He has pastored Church of the Holy Redeemer in Brooklyn, NY, Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Chicago, IL and St. Peter’s Church in Queens, NY.   Rev. Marsh replaces the late Rev. John H.K. Schreiber, 
who died in August 2008 in year two of his first term as bishop.  Rev. Marsh is the first African American to 
be elected bishop of the Southeast Michigan Synod. 
 

During the worship service, Bishop Clair Burkat presented the family of Bishop John H.K. Schreiber with   
individual gifts on behalf of the Conference of Bishops in memory of the work of Bishop Schreiber with the 
ELCJ-HL (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land).  
 

ANNIVERSARIES OF CONGREGATIONS AND ROSTERED LEADERS  
Congregations  

  25 years – Genesis / Detroit        50 years – Sylvan Lake / West Bloomfield  
  50 years – Transfiguration / Taylor       75 years – Trinity / Richmond 
 125 years – St. Martin / Port Huron    150 years – Emmanuel / Ypsilanti  
 
25th Anniversary of Ordination or Consecration   50 TH  Anniversary of Ordination 
Rev. Mary T. Duerksen     Rev. Richard D. Schlegel 
Rev. William M. Bendert 
Rev. Theodore D. Kerr III 

Retired  
Rev. Edward Aller (41 years) 

 

ELECTIONS 
Synod Treasurer: Todd Perkins 
 

Synod Council:  Annette Griffin, Rev. David O. Maddox II, Rev. Richard Schroeder, Albert Asfour, Harrison 
Jones (youth member) 
 

Discipline Committee:  Walter Jackson, Judith Schlueter AiM, Rev. Martin Zimmann, Rev. Gretchen 
Bingea 
    
Consultation Committee:  Leon Pace, Margaret Steele, Rev. Niklaus Schillack, Rev. Colleen Kamke 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution A-09 was moved, seconded and adopted.   
Rationale: 
 

Since 2001, this synod has developed a close relationship with the Palestinian Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL). Many from our synod have taken the time and effort to travel over-
seas and stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Christ who undergo daily persecution as they 
are caught between warring factions.  By witnessing the Palestinian Lutheran commitment to non-violence 
and peace with justice, we are compelled to advocate on their behalf in politics and in the  faith community 
as we follow the command to love kindness, do justice, and walk humbly with our God (cf. Micah 6:8). We 
believe that if more people from our synod can share this experience, then more people will become       
advocates for peace in God’s world.  
 

Resolved that this Synod Assembly: 
 

Calls upon all congregations in the Southeast Michigan Synod, collectively and individually, to continue 
praying for peace with justice in the Holy Land; and, 
 

Encourages individuals to exercise their civic duty in accordance with the scriptures, calling upon public  
officials to act, locally and globally, on behalf of peace with justice in the Holy Land and other places torn by 
conflict; and, 
 
Encourages members of this synod to prayerfully consider lending aid and support to the dwindling      
Christian population by visiting the Holy Land through a synodically recommended trip and/or through     
participation in programs like the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) 
or the Young Adults in Global Mission program.  
 
Submitted by:  Antioch Lutheran Church (Farmington Hills), St. John’s Lutheran Church (Redford),  Zion 
Lutheran Church Congregation Council (Ann Arbor)  and by Pr. Fred Harms (St. Paul, Grosse Pointe 
Farms), Albert Asfour (St. George, Brighton), Carol Asfour (St. George, Brighton), Pr. Gretchen Bingea 
(Trinity, Ann Arbor), Pr. Mary Duerksen (Gloria Dei, Auburn Hills), George Evalt (St. John’s, Redford), Jerry 
Hayes (Immanuel, Palmyra), Pr. Robert Hegdal (St. John’s, Redford), Pr. Amy Kienzle (Christus Victor, 
Dearborn Heights), Sonja Page (Zion, Ann Arbor), Barb Scott (Antioch, Farmington Hills), Pr. Susan 
Sprowls (Lord of Light, Ann Arbor, Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan), Pr. Robert Wal-
ters (Retired), Pastor Martin Zimmann (Trinity, Riga) and Pastor Rani Abdulmasih (Mother of the Savior, 
Dearborn). 

 
Resolution B-09 was moved, seconded and adopted.   

Rationale: 
 
It is incumbent on all Christians to exercise good stewardship of the earth’s resources.  The ELCA Social 
Statement, Caring For Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice states:  “Humans, in service to God, have special 
roles on behalf of the whole of creation. Made in the image of God, we are called to care for the earth as 
God cares for the earth.”  The Evangelical Lutheran Church In America, the Southeast Michigan Synod and 
its congregations share the commitment expressed in the above named document to: “commit ourselves to 
its principles—participation, solidarity, sufficiency, and sustainability.” In so doing we set an example for be-
lievers of faithful stewardship of the resources which God has commended to our care. Exercising good 
stewardship of the environment includes reducing the use of paper, ink and other similar resources when-
ever possible.   
 
Resolved:  
 
That the Southeast Michigan Synod seek alternatives to publishing the pre-assembly reports, post-
assembly reports and associated documents on paper.  Where possible, this assembly encourages the use 
of electronic means to communicate this important information to congregations and voting members.  If 
necessary, this assembly directs the Synod Council to prepare amendments to the synod constitution and/
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ATTENTION COLLEGE GRADUATES WITH OUTSTANDING LOAN B ALANCES  

 
The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg has shared with Southeast Michigan Synod 
news of a debt forgiveness program.  The Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program has 
been established for student loan debt after 10 years of full time employment in public service. 
Eligible loans include Federal Direct Student Loans (subsidized and unsubsidized). Borrowers 
must consolidate their educational loans through the US Dept. of Education, make 120 on-time 
payments and work full time in one of many public service positions, including ministry, and 
501(c)3 tax exempt organizations.  That means those employed in our churches!! 
 
For more details, contact the US Department of Education at 1 (800) 557-7392.  There are 
also details on IBRinfo.org or www.finaid.org/loans/publicservice.phtml.                          

or by-laws to comply with this resolution. 
 
Submitted by:  West-North Oakland Cluster 

 
SYNOD COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS 
The Assembly then voted on and adopted the following action item: 

Synod Council Action Item on Human Sexuality 
The Synod Council recommends that the 2009 Synod Assembly adopt the following as a request for action 
by the 2009 Churchwide Assembly. 
 
RATIONALE: 
The Task Force for ELCA Studies in Sexuality has earnestly studied and struggled with the matters of hu-
man sexuality for eight years, and their work models and invites mutually respectful dialogue about sexuality 
throughout this church. The proposed Social Statement powerfully proclaims this church’s teachings on 
trust, love, and service to the neighbor as the proper foundation of sexuality, while honestly recognizing that 
there is no consensus regarding same-sex relationships. The ELCA Church Council, at its March 2009 
meeting, voted by an overwhelming margin to recommend to the 2009 Churchwide Assembly the proposed 
Social Statement on Human Sexuality, its implementing resolutions, and a Recommendation on Ministry 
Policies. The Recommendation on Ministry policies allows a way to maintain a uniform standard and proc-
ess for candidacy and call throughout this church while respecting the bound consciences of all. The time 
has come for both those in this church who support same-sex relationships and those who oppose them to 
join together in creating a means to continue living together faithfully in the midst of disagreement; now, 
therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, That the Southeast Michigan Synod, meeting in Assembly, memorializes the 2009 Church-
wide Assembly to adopt the proposed Social Statement on Human Sexuality and its implementing resolu-
tions, as recommended by the ELCA Church Council. 

 RESOLVED Further, that this Synod memorializes the 2009 Churchwide Assembly to adopt the four parts 
 of the proposed Recommendation. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Three 60-year-old best friends are on a "mission from God." The Tour de 
Revs will ride their bamboo bicycle built for three through 65 cities, cover-
ing 13,000 miles in 100 days. Their mission -- to remind pastors of the 
physical and mental enjoyment of exercise, especially biking - -and to  
raise $5 million for the ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal. 
 

The journey began at the Churchwide office in Chicago on May 13.  They 
will arrive in Detroit on June 22.  The Church In Society ministry of South-
east Michigan Synod will host a bike ride on Belle Isle on Saturday, June 
13 to raise money and awareness for the Tour. 
 

Rev. Ron Schlak, Jr., Rev. Fred Soltow, Jr. and Rev. David Twedt are all 
ELCA pastors serving in West Virginia.  They chose a bamboo bicycle to 
identify with people in Ghana who are lifting themselves out of poverty by 
harvesting locally-grown bamboo and forming it into bicycle frames and 
attaching the necessary bike parts. 
 

Mark your calendars:   
Saturday, June 13 ~ Bike Ride at Belle Isle, 2 pm 

Monday, June 22 ~ Visit with the Revs  
 

For more information contact: Barbara Miller at (586) 321-1118 or  
barbaramercerm@comcast.net or view www.metrodetroitelca.org. 

�����������
�� is a TV and (soon to be movie) star who has appeared on Oprah, Montel, 
The Early Show, and a lot of other news and educational shows across the nation and 
world.  Faith will be at Good Samaritan's Annual Church Picnic at Pontiac La ke State 
Recreation Area on Sunday, June 7, at 1 pm. 
  
Faith the Dog was born with severely deformed front legs, and has had to learn to walk  
upright on her two back legs.  Her owner, Jude Stringfellow, is a motivational speaker in 
her own right, and she and Faith have visited countless hospitals (including Veterans'  
Hospitals; Faith has even been given status as an E-5 Sargeant for that work).  If you want to see more about 
her, you can read about her and see the Oprah clips at her website, www.FaithTheDog.net 
  
Rev. Rod Buland is extending an invitation for those who may be interested in joining them during worship or 
the congregational picnic. Fox 2 News will be interviewing Jude, Faith and a member of the church that’s also 
part of Faith's marketing team.  If you're interested, please come and join us!  Check out the website for more 
details at www.ServingGodandYou.com. 
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Beginning June 18th and each week thereafter from 7- 9 pm there will be an Artistic Lutheran Journal for  
Lutherans and our liturgical partners. This will be a time of fun and fellowship using artistic ways to share 
matters related to our individual and communal faith journey.  Evenings are specially designed with the 
congregations of the Southeast Michigan Synod in mind. We will share through song, dance, spoken 
word, poetry, skits, rap, paintings, drawings -- you name it. This artistic journal series will be recorded 
in audio and video digital format as a way of sharing our faith and could be a gift from our synod rich in 
diversity to the wider ELCA.  Call Pr. Michael Sewell 313.864.0088 or micksewell@aol.com.   
The Principle is located at 15473 James Couzens between Wyoming & Puritan. 
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BR2ICK 
(Building Racial Reconciliation 

 in Christ’s Kingdom) 
 

presents 

 
Camp JESUS CODE:  3,208=1              

 

An intentional camp experience  for high 
school students is  

designed to facilitate racial  
reconciliation. This group will seek ways 
to change their mindsets about race and 
justice, while building better relationships 

with one another 
 

June 14-19, 2009 
at Michi-Lu-Ca  

Conference Center and Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration is open.  The fee is $290 per 
camper.  
 

For registration materials or more infor-
mation, visit the website at 

www.elcalivingwater.com or call the 
camp office at (989) 848-2230.               

 

 
 
 

 
of Racial Reconciliation 

ANNUAL  WORSHIP  SERVICE 
 

“Ministers of Reconciliation”  
                                           2 Corinthians 5:16-20            

Sunday, June 7                                                            
3:30 pm 

Salem Memorial Lutheran Church 
21230 Moross Road, Detroit 48236 

Preaching by Rev. Lawrence Foster 
Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church, Detroit 

 

· Recognition of  congregations that have signed the Covenant of   
Racial Reconciliation.   

· A Special Fellowship immediately following worship that includes a 
bible study designed around Racial Reconciliation 

· Bring a dish to share ~ BR2ICK will provide the beverages 

· Bring a friend, church member or family member  

· Learn how to have a discussion on justice. 

· The Covenant material can be obtained on the website: 
www.metrodetroitelca.org or by calling Robin McCants at the synod 
house (313) 821-1055.   

 
Presented by BR2ICK (Building Racial Reconciliation In Christ’s  

Kingdom), a ministry of the SE Michigan Synod.�
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And time is running out.  The 2009 timeline is changed: the new application cycle is May 1- June 30, 
2009.  If you have a program that is designed to address Relief, Sustainable Development, Community  
Organizing, Education or Advocacy in some specific ways, your program may qualify.  
 
The grant guidelines and additional information are available on the ELCA website at:  http://
www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Poverty-Mi nistries/Domestic-Hunger-Grants.aspx 

Organizations may submit only one application per year and can be funded up to  three consecutive 
years. An organization can apply in subsequent periods by submitting an application annually. Evaluations 
for previous grant recipients who failed to submit their form must be returned no later than January 1, 
2010. 
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Part-time Church Musician  
All Saints Lutheran Church, ELCA 
12701 Highland Road, Hartland, MI 48353 
 

Immediate opening for primary musician. Duties include leading music for 2 Sunday morning worship 
services in Hartland. Experience working with vocalists and other musicians required. Experience on 
piano/keyboard and organ is necessary. Familiarity with liturgical worship and comfort with a variety of 
styles of music desired. Please submit resume, references and salary requirements to the church       
address (attn: K Waligura) or by PDF format to kwaligura@abailard.com. For direct inquiries please  
contact Kathleen Waligura, 248.684.2195. 
 
Part-time Church Musician  
South Lyon Power & Light, a ministry of All Saints Lutheran Church, ELCA 
 

Immediate opening for musician. Duties include rehearsing and leading music from a keyboard at one 
Sunday morning service. Ability to lead worship alone or with support from other musicians/vocalists 
needed. As a new mission of All Saints Lutheran Church, the musician at South Lyon Power & Light has 
an exciting opportunity to explore different musical styles in ministering to the surrounding community. 
Please send your resume, references and salary requirements to Kathleen Waligura, All Saints Lutheran 
Church, 12701 Highland Road, Hartland, MI 48353 or via email to kwaligura@abailard.com. 
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Bass Lake Festival 
August 7-10, 2009 

Michi-Lu-Ca Conference Center & Camp 
 

Featuring : 
REV. ERNIE HINOJOSA 

 

AUGUST ENDING 
 

BLACK  SOIL PROJECT 
 

DRAKE  
 

DAN VAILLANCOURT  
 

Theme:  ONE 
“...that all of them may be one,  

Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me.” 
John 17:21 

 
Costs $105 per/person 

Register by July 1 at $95 per/person + t-shirt  
Registration forms available online: 

www.elcalivingwater.com or 
(989) 848-2230  
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SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN SYNOD IN MISSION 
 

New Developments 
Christ the King/Lapeer  Pr. Nik Schillack  
Mother of The Savior/Dearborn Pr. Rani Abdulmasih 
South Lyon/Power & Light  Pr. Pamela Hansen 
Calvary/White Lake    Pr. Ken Fouty 
  (2nd Campus to Calvary Clarkson) 
Christ the Shepherd/Ortonville Diaconal Minister,  
                Karen Zeile 

 
Redevelopments, Renewals  

Holy Faith/Saline   Pr. Ian Reed Twiss 
Revelation/Detroit   Pr. Doris Harris Mars 
Salem Memorial/Detroit  Pr. Kirstin Tannas 
Spirit of Hope/Detroit   Pr. Matthew Bode 
St. Andrew-Redeemer/Detroit Pr. Frank Jackson 
St. John/ Redford   Pr. Bob Hegdal 
St. Olaf/Detroit   Pr. Michael Sewell 

 
Fast-Growth  

Holy Spirit/Grand Blanc  Pr. Will Stenke 
Immanuel/Detroit   Pr. Patrick Gahagen 
 

Consolidation  
Good Samaritan/Pontiac  Pr. Rod Buland 
 

Ministry Transitions 
Faith/Livonia    Pr. Scott Sessler 
                                                             w/ Pr. Walt Dickinson 
Genesis/Detroit   Pr. Kimberly Vaughn 
      w/ Pr. Skip Wachsmann 
 

Global 
Young Adult in Global Mission Ms. Chelsea Mathis 
  Jerusalem, Palestine 

 
Thank you!  These ministries are supported by your generous 
benevolence.  To find out how you can do more to support 
these ministries, see the Mission Partners regular submission 
in On The Way Together. 
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We will soon add six new names to the 
list of Licensed Lay Ministers in Southeast 
Michigan Synod.  Having completed two 
years of course work and a year of intern-
ship, as well as committee interviews and 
retreats, the Lay Ministers are ready to 
undertake their ministry. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS: 

 
Carl Bloom 

Beautiful Saviour / Bloomfield Hills 
Judy Cook 

Emmanuel / Livonia 
Rosemary Ireland-Black 
Bethel / St. Clair Shores 

Walter Jackson 
Zion / Ferndale 

Tanya McCormick 
Christ / Warren 

Kathleen Saatio 
Good Hope / Garden City 

 
Licensed Ministry was conceived as a 
way of developing and expanding the 
work of our parishes and making the most 
of the gifts of some of their members. For 
example: leading worship in nursing 
homes, coordinating resources for the 
community, directing parish evangelism 
and hospitality efforts, instructing and 
leading caregivers, assisting in the  
worship of their own congregations, etc.  
They may also be called as a supply  
pastor for the synod. 
 
More information is available at the synod 
office (313) 821-1055 or the website: 
www.metrodetroitelca.org. 

Local Coordinators are calling on YOU to make this a successful  
summer project!  Sandra Cobb and Greg Ulmer need your help.   
 
To learn more, visit www.thriventbuilds.com or www.habitatdetroit.org 
 for the Blitz Build in Detroit: 

������������ Phase I ~ June 15 - June 20                                      �Phase II ~ July 7 - July 11  
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Make It Simple,  a resource for Stewardship Education and Annual Response. Available electronically 
for free at www.elca.org/makeitsimple, or for purchase at Augsburg Fortress, (800) 328-4648. 

PASTORAL  VACANCIES  BY CLUSTER – MAY 19, 2009 
                                                                                  

Cluster 1 
Christ the Redeemer, Adrian                                Interim Process                           Interim D. Benjamin.* 
St. John, Dundee       Interim Process      Interim, Pr. A. Griffin* 
St. Paul, Temperance        Interim Process   Interim Joyce Freund DM*  
                 

Cluster 2  
Cluster 3  

St. Peters, New Haven    In Study       Stated Supply, Pr. S. McKinney  
                                                                                   

 Cluster 4  
Immanuel, Riverview     In Study                   Supply M. Wetzel, LL 
Peace, Southgate       Profile Completed                        Interim Pr. P. Hormann* 
St. Thomas, Grosse Ile                                         Interim Process                           Interim Pr. B. Weber* 
 

Cluster 5 
Holy Trinity, Livonia                                               Call Accepted                             Sr. Pr. L. Golden 
Hope, Dearborn                                                     Developing Profile                      Stated Supply Pr. T. Aller   
St. Paul, Dearborn                                                 Vacant – 6/30/09                        Pr. M. Kormann retires    
 
                                                                                       Cluster 6  

Cluster 7 
Ascension, Waterford                In Study       Interim J. McKinney, AiM*  
Beautiful Savior, Bloomfield Hills    Interviewing      Interim Pr. D. Steele  
Good Samaritan, Pontiac              Developing Profile      Transitional Pr. R. Buland* 
Sylvan Lake, West Bloomfield       Interviewing                               Stated Supply Pr. L. Hayes 
 

Cluster 8 
Cluster 9 

Triumphant Cross, St. Clair Shores      Interim Process                      Interim Pr. S. Janot* 
 

Cluster 10 
All Saints, Hartland                                               Interim Process                           Pr. M. Duerksen 
St. John, Farmington Hills                                    Calls Accepted                            Prs. B. & L. Kirsch-Carr 
St. John, Fowlerville                                             Interim Process                            Interim Pr. M. Konow* 
 

Cluster 11 
Cluster 12 

Good Shepherd, Detroit          In Study   
Gracious Saviour, Detroit                                     In Study                     Supply                            
Iroquois Avenue-Christ, Detroit   Ready to Interview                      Stated Supply, M. Christmas 
St. Andrew Redeemer, Detroit   Redevelopment                           Stated Supply, Pr. F. Jackson 
St. James, Detroit                                                 In Study                                       Supply 

 

*Trained Intentional Interim Minister 
 

                                                                                     INSTALLATION 
5/17/09(Installation)                                          Gustav Kopka/Transitional Pr. Bethlehem, Farmington Hills 
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Installation of Rev. Stephen G. Marsh  
as Bishop of  

Southeast Michigan Synod  
Saturday, September  26, 2009, 2 PM  

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, Mich igan  
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8115 E. Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48214-3970 
313-821-1055  phone 
313-821-1425  fax 
www.metrodetroitelca.org  

��������	���	 ���������	��
�����
 	
����������	��
���
�����������
��	����
��� ����	 �
��������	
������������
�����
��	
����
�
��� ������������
���������	

$���
�������
���
�	 �

����
������	��������	������	��	�������	
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 
800-NET-ELCA 
www.elca.org  
	

	

� ����	���������	���	�����	!��
���	�����	
Pastor Cherlyne Beck 
revcvbeck@aol.com 
Pastor Jack Eggleston 
revjegg@aol.com 
Bishop-Elect Stephen Marsh 
revsgmarsh@aol.com 
Interim Bishop Kenneth Olsen 
semisynod@aol.com 
 
� ����	���������	���	�����	��""���	�����	
Marie Cook 
mariefcook@sbcglobal.net 
Margaret Harms 
margaretharms@sbcglobal.net 
Robin McCants 
rmccants@sbcglobal.net 
	
	
	

����������	#�������		
Trinity Lutheran Seminary 
www.TrinityLutheranSeminary.edu 
Living Water Ministries  - email addresses  
office@elcalivingwater.com or  
director@elcalivingwater.com 
Augsburg Fortress 
www.Augsburgfortress.org 
Thrivent Financial Services 
www.thrivent.com 
Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 
www.lssm.org 
Ecumenical Theological Seminary  
www.etseminary.edu 
Capital University 
www.capital.edu 
Wittenberg University 
www.wittenberg.edu 
Acts In Common 
www.actsincommon.org 
Lord of Light Lutheran Campus Ministry 
www.lordoflight.org 

    


