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God's work. Our hands.

“Now unto the God who is able to do exceedingly abun dantly more

than we could ever ask for or imagine, according to the power that

is at work within us, to God be the glory in the ch urch and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. (Eph. 3:20-21)

As we begin our Lenten journeys in this new decade to which God has brought us, |
remain excited, hopeful, repentant, expectant and watchful. | am thankful and in awe
of how our faithful God is bringing us through these difficult times. As we closed our
fiscal year and began another at the beginning of February, we were right where we
had positively projected ourselves to be financially at this time — after going through

a few budgetary revisions. We know our synodical financial situation could have been
worse, and we know that it was not worse because of the prayerful projections and
faithful follow-through of YOU, the leaders and members of the congregations of this synod. We know that each
congregation is going through its own difficult times. That is why the leaders and officers of this synod are espe-
cially grateful to you for your generosity, your faithfulness, and your partnership in the gospel.

The above verse from Ephesians has always been a powerful and victorious passage of scripture for me, and has
been brought to my spirit in some reflective ways as we enter this Lenten season. No matter what we can form our
mouths or our imaginations to ask for, God can give us more — and not just more, but exceedingly abundantly
more.

That can speak volumes to us as we embark on the conversations with God that our synodical mission strategy
process is encouraging us to have: conversations that seek to discern God’s dreams for us, God’s plans for us,
God'’s directions for us. What is it that God wants us to do next? How does God want us to trust the leading of the
Holy Spirit? What is it that God wants us to hear? To see? To know? To do? Who does God want us to talk to?
To partner with? To minister unto? To receive ministry from? What does God want us to give up? What does
God want us to take on? Where does God want us to be a prophetic witness in our community? Where does God
want us to stop being insufferable obstacles in our community? Where does God want us to partner with God with
what God is already up to in our community? How do we need to prepare ourselves and our ministries to be able
to do that?

These are difficult questions. It seems to me, however, that these are the very questions our Lenten journeys are
about this year. In a region that is in such despair, has so many hurting people, and has received so many broken

promises, how can we — the Church of Jesus Christ — be used in our communities to help others see that we serve
a God who can do exceedingly abundantly more than we could ever ask for or think about?

As we journey on our way together, let us not be afraid of the questions or the answers, knowing that God is pre-
sent in them both.

In Faith & Struggle,



You are invited to join
us for noon worship
on Wednesdays in the
Synod House Chapel.
In March we will pray
for the following
rostered leaders and congregations:

Pr. John Cooperrider; Pr. Terry
Daly, Ms. Deborah Davis-AiM; Pr.
Walter Dickinson; Pr. Donald
Doerzbacher; Pr. Manisha Dostert;
Pr. Mary Duerksen; Pr. Brenda
Echols; Pr. Stanley Eckermann; Pr.
Jack Eggleston; Pr. Jerome
Essinger; Pr. Mark Evans; Pr.
Roger Facione; Pr. Dennis Falk; Pr.
Rudolph Featherstone; Pr. Robert
Feucht; Pr. Hank Flatt; Pr. James
Fogle; Pr. Ruth Fortis and Pr.
Kenneth Fouty II.

Christ the Shepherd/Ortonville;
Christ the King/Lapeer; Cross of

Glory/Detroit; Emmanuel/Livonia;
Emmanuel/Southfield; Emmanuel /
Ypsilanti; Faith/Brownstown; Faith/
Shelby Twp; Fellowship/Sterling
Heights; First English/Grosse
Pointe Woods; Genesis/Detroit;
Gloria Dei/Auburn Hills; Gloria Dei/
Tecumseh; Good Hope/Garden City
and Good Samaritan/Pontiac.

We pray for peace and God'’s grace
for our brothers and sisters in
Tanzania, Palestine and Jordan, and
Bishops Zebedayo Daudi and

Munib Younan . We also pray for our
companion synod, Southeastern
Pennsylvania.

We continue to pray for President
Barack Obama, Vice President
Joseph Biden and all elected

leaders that they will be guided by the
direction given to us through the Holy
Spirit.

We continue to pray for the people of
Haiti and others who have endured
great losses as well as to those
providing relief efforts. Bishop Stephen
Marsh and Presiding Bishop Mark
Hanson, as well as the members of the
synod council and various committees
for their commitment to this ministry.

We pray for health, healing and peace
for Prs. John Cooperrider, Brenda
Echols, Patrick Gahagen, Philip
Hemke, Roy (& Merry) Langset, Jim
Noble, Charles Richter, Ronald
Shirkey and Bishop Emeritus Phillip
Wahl; as well as Bishop Marsh'’s
mother (Dellavee), Bud Miller’s
daughter (Janis).

We also offer prayers of condolence to
Rod & Ann Buland and Ron Shirkey
and their families who have recently lost
loved ones.

s L #$% $&
5 IEI 2 Wednesday Worship at the Synod House, 1st Floor Chapel, 12 Noon
> ~
OO& Ooe SYNOD CALENDAR
“ELCMA®
March 2 Directors, Synod House
March 7 Lost & Found, Good Hope/Garden City
March 9 ELCJ HL, Mother of the Savior/Dearborn
Veterans TF, Prince of Peace/Westland
March 14 hearts, hands and voices Benefit Concert
March 22 AIC Board of Directors
March 23 Deans
March 25 Justice Teams Dinner, Christus Victor/Dearborn Heights
March 28 Palm Sunday
March 31 Chrism Mass, Lutheran Church of the Master, Troy
April 1 Maundy Thursday
April 2 Good Friday
April 4 Easter Sunday
May 20 Lunch on the Lawn, State Capital
May 20-22 Joint Assembly / Southeast MI & North/West Lower MI, Lansing
October 23 WELCA Convention, Faith/Livonia
See Page 4 Synod Mission Strategy Cluster Event Sc  hedule




www.bookoffaith.org
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Several churches are becomBagok

of Faith Covenantcongregations! Is
yours one of them? It's easy, fun and
lets you lift up the power of Biblical
literacy .

For more information, contact one
your of synod advocates.

March, 2010

<:I Order your FREE Book of Faith
laminated bookmarks.*

Call Augsburg Fortress Customer Care at
(800) 328-4648 and request the Book of
Faith Bookmark or ITEM001486.
Book marks will be shipped in packages of
20 and can only be ordered by phone.
An excellent resource for Lent!

*Note, Customers pay for shipping.

Testify to the Power of the Word!

“We have already started [being a Book of
Faith church] by challenging the congregation
to read through the Bible in 2009. We kept
track of the reading and for each book read $1
was donated to LSSM by a member as part of
the challenge. We also put a summary of each
book of the Bible in the bulletin each week so
even if people did not read each book they at
least got a summary of the book.”

-Zion Lutheran, Chelsea

Don't forget the 100 Ways to Fulfill the Book of Faith Covenantdkshop. Share and
learn ways to be a Book of Faith congregation. Spaces are filliagtf Register today!

100 WAYS TO FULFILL THE BOOK OF FAITH COVENANT WORKSH OP

Learn and share different ways to “Open Scripture. Join the Conversation.” No cost to you!
Sat, May 1, 2010 at Zion Lutheran Church, Ann Arba, 9-11AM, refreshments provided.

Participant Name:

Church Name, City

Email Address:

PHONE:

Please email Pastor David Maddox at revdmaddox2 @etink.net OR return this registration
form by April 17, 2010 to Pastor David Maddox, Emmanuel Lutheran Church2234hser Rd.,
Southfield, MI 48033. Questions? Call Pastor Madatin248-357-1848
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ongregations, pastors, lay leaders, pew sitters ~ all are invited and encouraged to come to one of 12 cluster
events that will walk through the process of introducing the New Mission Strategy to the members of Southeast
Michigan Synod. You'll be surprised at how much each of us is already engaged in the process. God has already
promised to be present . Will you be there?

Regqister for Your Cluster Event
You can register for your cluster event by congregations. Registration information is located on the Synod website
which you can find by going to www.semisynod.com and clicking on Mission Strategy Events. Registration informa-
tion should be sent to Pastor Lauren Kirsch-Carr at pastorlkc@gmail.com or faxed to (248) 474-7350.

Bring a minimum of pastor and five lay leaders from each congregation. This workshop is FREE and includes a
meal. Want More Information? Contact Pastor Jack Eggleston at j.eggleston@semisynod.com or Pastor Lauren
Kirsh-Carr at pastorlkc@gmail.com.

©

Cluster Event Schedule

Saturday, March 6, 2010 Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

9:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 7234 Fenton Road

Flint Cluster Grand Blanc, Ml 48439
810.424.6707

Saturday, March 13, 2010 St. Paul Lutheran Church

9:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 9144 Lewis Ave

River Raisin Cluster Temperance, Ml 48182
734.847.3400

Sunday, March 14, 2010 St. Paul Lutheran Church

2:30 — 8:30 p.m. 200 Cedar Street

Blue Water Cluster Imlay City, Ml 48444
810.724.1200

Saturday, March 20, 2010 Salem Memorial Lutheran

Church

10:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m. 21230 Moross

Acts in Common Detroit, Ml 48236

313.881.9210
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. _NEW SynOd Please join us for an .

I Ministry Task Force organizational meeting i
Tuesday, March 9, 2010, 7 p.m.

i fOI’ Veterans Prince of Peace Lutheran Church .
i 37775 Palmer Road, Westland 48186 !
i THIS MINISTRY WILL FOCUS on seeking justice for returning veterans, and providing care and support primarily !
. to the men and women of the National Guard and Reserves who are returning home after a deployment and !
i their families. It will also reach out to retired veterans of all services who have needs.
i For more information contact Pastor Carl Ames at (734) 722-1735 or pastorames@ sbcglobal.net. .
i i
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Join us for Ecumenical
Advocacy Days.

Worship, learn & lobby
with faith-based
advocates in Washington
DC.

MIGRATION . IMMIGRATION . DISPLACEMENT

If you are unable to attend the Ecumenical Advocacy
Event in Washington DC, and you have a concern for
those who are struggling with the immigration system,
maybe you can consider dedicating a Sunday in
March for your church to Stand for Welcome. More
information is available to support your efforts at the
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services website:
www.lirs.org.

Peace Lutheran Church in Southfield is starting a
TIME BANKING project. Basically, TIME BANKING is
spending an hour doing something for somebody in
your community. That hour goes into the TIME
BANK as a Time Dollar. In return, your dollar is
spent when someone does something for you.

It's a simple idea, but it has
powerful ripple effects in build-
ing community connections.

Good job, Peace Lutheran!

Others may want more information on TIME B ANK-
ING. Visit the website at www.timebanks.org or call
Peace Lutheran at (248) 642-7047 to see how they
got their TIME BANK started!

Southeast Michigan Synod Chrism Mass
Wednesday, March 31, 10 am
Lutheran Church of the Master
3333 Coolidge, Troy, Michigan 48084

Renew vows taken when you began your ministry.
Have oils blessed for the coming year.
Prepare for Holy Week as a community.
RSVP to Margaret Harms at m.harms@semisynod.com. Lunch will follow.
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Is God calling you... towards non-profit volunteer lealership?

Have you thought about supporting the community through board service?
Maybe you should consider volunteer board membership. GenesisHOPE
(Genesis Harbor of Opportunities Promoting Excellence), is a non-profit,
community ministry founded in 2008 by Genesis Lutheran Church in Detroit.
It's mission is to meet the needs of people on the lower eastside of Detroit to
eliminate poverty and powerlessness.

GenesisHOPE is seeking people with expertise in areas such as finance,
non-profit management and developer/construction to help govern this emerging Lutheran community
development corporation.

For more information, please contact one of these board members by calling (313) 571-7371 or emailing
them: Pastor Skip Wachsmann (pastorskip@genesislutheran.org), Pastor Kimberly Vaughn
(pastorkimberly@agenesislutheran.orq), Dr. Willie Scott (willscott2@att.net) or the Executive Director,
Jeanine C. Hatcher (jeaninehatcher@comcast.net).

DON’T BECOME A VICTIM OF INTERNET SCAMS

In recent months, several people affiliated with Southeast Michigan Synod have had their email address
books compromised resulting in bogus requests for financial support. DON'T BE A VICTIM. If you get a
request from someone you know saying they are stuck oversees, in need $1,000’s of dollars to get home,
IGNORE THOSE REQUESTS. If you are truly concerned by the request, do your homework first! Predators
are constantly trying to get over on unsuspecting people. Protect your address book by regularly changing
your password—maybe monthly—and use a variety of characters. For more information on how to avoid
internet scams, visit www.fbi.gov/majcases/fraud/internetschemes or contact your service provider.

JOURNEY to the CROSS
i

Good Friday April 2, 2010

No CHARGE ALL AGES HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

Dramatic Reenactment of Christ’s Last Days
THE LAST SUPPER THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE THE CAPENTER’'S SHOP  THE TOMB

GUIDED TOURS EVERY 15 MINUTES 12-3 Pm & 5-7 PM
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
1902 Lewis Avenue, Ida, Michigan
(1 Mile South of M-50 / Corner of Lewis & Dunbar / 1 Mile North of Ida)
More information: (734) 269-2420 www.princeofpeaceida.org




Every Church, Synagogue, Mosque, Temple
in United States Is Invited to Participate!

Sunday, March 7 - 13, 2010

Our Faith Communities must lead us
in prayer and education!!

Every 9 1/2 Minutes, someone in the United States is infected with
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS!

More than 1.1 Million people are living with HIV/AIDS in the United
States!

Register Your Congregation Now at WWW.NWPHA.ORG

- We must educate every citizen of the United States about
HIV/AIDS!
We must provide compassionate support & care to every
person living with HIV/AIDS
We must encourage everyone to get tested for HIV!

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO REGISTER!
WWW.NWPHA.ORG  (888) 225-6243

+303 $ % $: 1$

2010 Go!

Take the Go! Challenge. Take the Board of Pensions' four-week GO! Challenge. This well-
ness campaign is founded on the Wholeness Wheel and supports whole-person health. It
invites you to log your activity related to a list of healthy behaviors (exercise, nutrition,
sociability, learning, centeredness and rest), and earn stars along the way.

The GO! Challenge works for individuals, spouses, seminaries, synod staffs, churchwide ministry offices
and congregations. ELCA-primary health plan members, participating wil | help you earn your 2010
personal wellness dollars.

As a GO! participant, you'll do four important things:

1. Take stock of your current healthy activities.; 2. Identify one or two "stretch" activities to work on.
3. Track your activity for four weeks; 4. Consider which new behavior you'll continue.

ELCA-primary members, make the most of your 2010 health benefits.

Log onto www.elcabop.org and earn your wellness dol lars.

ACT BEFORE APRIL AND EARN THE SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN SYNOD DOLLARS AS WELL!

Take the assessment at www.elcaforwellness.org.

Find instructions for how to register on EmbodyHealth and take the assessment in
Understand my benefits at www.elcabop.org

00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Southeast Michigan Synod is supporting the 2010 Cen  sus because census data directly and
positively impacts our faith community and our comm unity at large - especially here in Michigan!

Here is the 2010 Census Schedule of Events:

March 2010 Census forms are mailed or delivered to households

April 1, 2010 National Census Day. Mark this day to send your completed forms back in the mail

April - July 2010 Census takers visit households that did not return a form by mail

December 2010 By law, the Census Bureau delivers population information to the President for apportionment
March 2011— By law, the Census Bureau completes delivery of redistricting data to states

The 2010 Census form is just 10 questions, such as:
Name
Sex
Age
Date of birth
Hispanic origin
Race
Household relationship
If you own or rent

The census DOES NOT ask about the legal status of respondents or their Social Security numbers. The mailing
package from the Census Bureau consists the 10-question form and a postage-paid return envelope. Visit
www.census.gov for information on the form, jobs, the process and questions you may have.

Mark Your Calendars!!!
“For the Lord Loves Justice”

North/West Lower & Southeast Michigan Synods
Joint Assembly

May 20-22, 2010
Lansing, Michigan

On May 20 at noon, make plans to join the Lunch on the Lawn of the Capital
event with your state representatives. Make sure your representatives know
you are coming and the justice-issues you support! Details are coming soon.

K=F3000)D
K=F3000)D

Visit the website for all Assembly documents: www/semisynod.com



In these ten-day workshop attendees will: tour urban gardens and farms, tour the largest "Open Air" Farmer's
Market in America, visit small neighborhood farmer's markets, tour outdoor art installations and local art gal-
leries, do hands-on workshops, attend lectures on sustainable practices and work along side of Urban Farm-
ers, Gardeners, Artists, Community Activists, Holistic Healers, and Awesome Detroiters making a difference
in their communities while learning sustainable skills.

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN SYNOD IN MISSION D N EED  eEE emmD  emm s

New Developments

Christ the King/Lapeer Pr. Nik Schillack You are invited to a
Mother of The Savior/Dearborn Pr. Rani Abdulmasih Benefit Concert
South Lyon/Power & Light Pr. Pamela Hansen Sunday, March 14, 3 p.m.
Calvary/White Lake Pr. Ken Fouty Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(2nd Campus to Calvary Clarkson) 30650 Six Mile Road, Livonia
Christ the Shepherd/Ortonville Diaconal Minister,
Karen Zeile for

hearts, hands and voices

Redevelopments, Renewals A Worship and Music Camp

Iroquois Ave-Christ/Detroit Pr. Maxcy Christmas for Children
Holy Faith/Saline Pr. lan Reed Twiss
Revelation/Detroit Pr. Doris Harris Mars
Salem Memorial/Detroit Pr. Kirstin Tannas
Spirit of Hope/Detroit Pr. Matthew Bode
St. Andrew-Redeemer/Detroit Pr. Frank Jackson
St. John/ Redford Pr. Bob Hegdal
St. Olaf/Detroit Pr. Michael Sewell
Fast-Growth
Holy Spirit/Grand Blanc Pr. Will Stenke
Immanuel/Detroit Pr. Patrick Gahagen

presented by
Children of the Monday Evening

Ministry Transitions

Emmanuel/Livonia Pr. Scott Sessler hearts, hands and voices
w/ Pr. Walt Dickinson Fine Arts Program
Genesis/Detroit Pr. Kimberly Vaughn Festival Adult Choir

w/ Pr. Skip Wachsmann Soprano Barb Myers and
Organist Michael Burkhardt
Thank you! These ministries are supported by your generous
benevolence. To find out how you can do more to support these
ministries, see the Mission Partners regular submission in On

The Way Together.

http://heartshandsvoicescamp.org
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St. James Lutheran Church
invites you to share in the
celebration of its
120" Anniversary at a
special worship celebration on
Sunday, April 18, 2010
10:30 a.m.

14450 Ashton, Detroit, Michigan

Pastor Darwin Wilson,
Guest Preacher

Come and worship with us!
(Clergy are invited to robe and
process)

To God be the Glory!

MUSIC POSITIONS AVAILABLE

CHILDREN S CHOIR DIRECTOR, Responsibilities include
Schedule and rehearse music with elementary age children at one rehearsal per week - vocal and/or in-
strumental (Sept-May)
Direct the children's music at the 11:00 am worship service approximately once a month - vocal and/or
instrumental (Sept-May)
Assist in leading music for the Sunday School opening on Sunday mornings at 9:45-10:00 am (Sept-May)
Assist in coordinating Christmas program, Vacation Bible School and other events as needed
Other tasks as interests and abilities suggest, in coordination with the Director of Music, such as: Tiny
Tots Preschool, concerts, etc.

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST, Responsibilities include:
Serve as piano accompanist for the Chancel Choir rehearsals one night per week (Wednesdays from
7:00-8:30 pm Sept-May)
Serve as piano accompanist for the Chancel Choir at Sunday morning worship services, 2-3 Sundays per
month (8:30 and/or 11:00 am Sept-May)
Serve as piano accompanist for the Contemporary Worship Ensemble at 5:00 pm Saturday services twice
a month (year- round)
Contribute musically as interests and talents permit

* The two positions could also be combined. Interested musicians should send a resume and letter of interest to:

Ann Buland, Director of Music Ministries
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA
39020 Five Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48154-1399
Phone: (734) 464-0211 / Fax: (734) 464-6095 / musician@holytrinitylivonia.org
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PASTORAL VACANCIES BY CLUSTER — FEBRUARY 14, 2010

Christ the Redeemer, Adrian
St. John, Dundee
St. Paul, Temperance

Salem, Flint

St. Peters, New Haven

Immanuel, Riverview
St. Thomas, Grosse lle

Holy Trinity, Livonia
Hope, Dearborn

St. Paul, Dearborn
Timothy, Livonia

Prince of Glory, Madison Heights

Ascension, Waterford

Beautiful Savior, Bloomfield Hills
Gloria Dei, Auburn Hills

Good Samaritan, Pontiac

St. Andrew, Bloomfield Hills
Sylvan Lake, West Bloomfield

Bethany, Roseville
St. Peter’s, Warren

Triumphant Cross, St. Clair Shores

All Saints, Hartland
St. John, Fowlerville

Good Shepherd, Detroit
Gracious Saviour, Detroit

St. Andrew Redeemer, Detroit
St. James, Detroit

*Trained Intentional Interim Minister

2/21/10 — Installation

Cluster 1
Interim Process
Interim Process
Interim Process

Cluster2
In Study/Interim

Cluster 3
In Study

Cluster 4

In Study
Profile Completed

Cluster 5

Ready to Interview/Assoc.Pr

Interviewing
Forming Call Committee

Cluster 6
Interim Process

Cluster 7
In Study
Extended Call
In Study
Interviewing
In Study
In Study

Cluster 8
Forming Call Committee

Cluster 9
Interim Process

Cluster 10
Interim Process
Forming Call Committee

Cluster 11
Cluster 12
In Study
In Study
Redevelopment

Interim D. Benjamin, DM.*
Interim Pr. A. Griffin*
Interim Joyce Freund DM*

Interim Pr. G. Hansen

Stated Supply, Pr. S. McKinney

Supply M. Wetzel, LL
Interim Pr. B. Weber*

Sr. Pr. L. Golden

Stated Supply Pr. T. Aller
Interim K. Ludwig*

Stated Supply, M. Priestaf, AiIM*

Interim Pr. P. Rose*

Interim J. McKinney, AiM*
Interim Pr. D. Steele
Supply

Transitional Pr. R. Buland*
Interim Pr. J. Marvar*
Interim Pr. J. Marvar

Supply
Supply

Interim Pr. S. Janot*

Interim Pr. M. Duerksen*
Interim Pr. M. Konow*

Supply
Stated Supply Pr. F. Jackson

Supply

INSTALLATIONS/CONSECRATIONS/ORDINATIONS

Pr. Pamela Hansen

Peace, Southgate
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Southeast Michigan Synod
8115 E. Jefferson Avenue
Detroit, Ml 48214-3970
313-821-1055 phone
313-821-1425 fax
www.semisynod.com

$

8765 W. Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631
800-NET-ELCA

www.elca.org

Rev. Cherlyne Beck - c.beck@semisynod.com
Rev. Jack Eggleston - j.eggleston@semisynod.com
Bishop Stephen Marsh - s.marsh@semisynod.com

Marie Cook - m.cook@semisynod.com
Margaret Harms - m.harms@semisynod.com
Diane Rinehart - d.rinehart@semisynod.com
Earnest Sanders - e.sanders@semisynod.com

I
Rev. John Burow - j.burow@semisynod.com
Lisa Jeffreys - L.jeffreys@semisynod.com
Rev. Lauren Kirsh-Carr - L.kirsh-carr@semisynod.com
Donna R. Matteis - d.matteis@semisynod.com

Robin McCants - r.mccants@semisynod.com
Rev. Barry Osterbur - b.osterbur@semisynod.com

"#
Trinity Lutheran Seminary
www. TrinityLutheranSeminary.edu
Living Water Ministries - email addresses
office@elcalivingwater.com or
director@elcalivingwater.com
Augsburg Fortress
www.Augsburgfortress.org
Thrivent Financial Services
www.thrivent.com
Lutheran Social Services of Michigan
www.Issm.org
Ecumenical Theological Seminary
www.etseminary.edu
Capital University
www.capital.edu
Wittenberg University
www.wittenberg.edu
Acts In Common
www.actsincommon.org
Lord of Light Lutheran Campus Ministry
www.lordoflight.org




